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FORMER U.S. SEN. GEORGE MCGOVERN 
TO DELIVER UM'S COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
MISSOULA -
Timothy McGovern Mead would prefer to blend in with the rest of his graduating class at 
The University of Montana-Missoula's May 16 Commencement exercises, but that's not likely to 
happen, considering his middle name.
Mead is a grandson of George McGovern, the 1972 Democratic nominee for president and 
this year's UM Commencement speaker.
"He can't mention me in his speech," insists Mead, who will earn a bachelor's degree in 
elementary education. "It's about all of us graduating, not just me."
But Mead concedes that he and his famous grandfather might attract some special attention. 
Mead, who was raised in the Bitterroot Valley, is McGovern's second grandson to graduate 
from UM in as many years. His brother, Kevin, earned a bachelor's degree in 1996.
McGovern will jet in from Italy, where he recently set up residence after President Clinton 
appointed him to a United Nations post in February. He will deliver addresses during UM's 101st 
Commencement exercises for the College of Technology and College of Arts and Sciences at 9:30 
a.m. and for the professional schools at 2 p.m. Both ceremonies will be held in the Harry Adams 
Field House.
Mead's grandmother won't be beside her husband. She will attend grandson Sam McGovern
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Rowen's graduation from the University of Wisconsin the same day. All of the couple’s 
grandchildren bear the family name as their middle names.
The former senator from South Dakota spent 22 years in the U.S. Congress. McGovern won 
the 1972 Democratic presidential nomination with the support of younger delegates and opponents of 
the Vietnam War. He was defeated by incumbent Richard Nixon.
His recent appointment by Clinton marks the second time McGovern has been called into 
service by a president. During the Kennedy administration, he served as the U.S. Food for Peace 
director. Clinton named McGovern to the United Nations Agencies for Food and Agriculture in 
Rome with the rank of ambassador.
After earning a doctorate in American history at Northwestern University, McGovern taught 
history at Dakota Wesleyan University' before being elected to Congress in 1956.
He won acclaim as an author in 1996 for a book he wrote about his late daughter titled 
"Terry: My Daughter’s Life-and-Death Struggle with Alcoholism."
McGovern also is scheduled to speak at Tufts University and the University of Illinois 
commencements.
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